
 
 

Baronial Business Meeting 

It�s the best place to find out what�s going on in 

your barony! 

When: Third Thursday of Every Month 7:PM 

Where: South End Community Center 

1614 99th Street East Tacoma, WA 

 

Come and listen, learn, and participate in your 

Barony. Our Barony is all about its people and 

you are important to us! 

 

Heavy Fight Practice 

Heavy Fighter Practice is currently being held on 

Tuesdays at 6:30 PM. 

 

Location: Sheridan Elementary School 

902 E. 53rd St., Tacoma, WA. 

 

Contact: Baron Sir Aleksii Konstantinovich 

Chernoi at (253)255-1736  

(NO Calls after 9:30PM please) or 

baobaron@blathaanoir.org 

 

Rapier Fight Practice 

Day/Time: Tuesdays at 6:30 PM 

Location: Sheridan Elementary School 

902 E. 53rd St., Tacoma, WA. 

 

Contact: Thorbjorn Askni 

baorapier@blathaanoir.org 

 

Archery Practice  
When: Sundays, 1:00 PM 

Location: Skookum Archery Range 

11209 Shaw Rd. E. Puyallup, WA 

 

Fee: $5.00 per day 

 

Contact: Leif Moonshadow 

baoarchery@blathaanoir.org 

 

Arts and Sciences 

Gathering 

The Arts and Sciences Gathering is the 

Fourth Wednesday of each month. 

 

Please contact Lady Zoya McMaster for more 

information at baoarts@blathaanoir.org  

 

Culinary Guild 

Culinary Guild Meetings will be held on the 

First Wednesday of the Month at 7:00 PM.  

For more information please contact 

Raffaella at (206)679-3654  

 

Costumer's Guild 

Costumer Guild Meetings are held quarterly, 

on the first Saturday of every third month. 

This is adjusted not to impact major local 

events. 

 

Where: 1102 S. 34th Street, Tacoma, WA 

Directions: The house is located on the 

corner of South 34th and K Street 

Contact: Rosceline (mka: Kathryn Ice) at 

(253)472-0808 (no calls after 9:PM) or 

baocostumersguild@blathaanoir.org 

 

Scribal Meeting 

The Scribal Meeting is the Second 

Wednesday of each month at 6:30PM 

 

Please contact Annaka Poznanska for more 

information at baoscribe@blathaanoir.org. 

 

Sewing Night 
 

Sewing Nights are held on the Second and 

Fourth Tuesdays of the Month. Machines, 

instruction and such available as needed. A 

Sewing Night is also available on the First and 

Third Tuesday in Kent.  
 

For more information please contact Angharad. 

celedraug@gmail.com 

Lord Defenders: September 16
th
 � 18

th
 at 

Longbranch 

 

Sergeant Trials:  To be held October 1
st 

& 2
nd

 

at Longbranch. 

 

Harvest Feast: November 19th. at Slavonian 

American Benevolent Hall.  

 

Celtic Bardic: March 17. at Longbranch.  

 

Autumn War 2012: Tentatively planned for 

August 16-20th.  
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The Postern Gate 

The Postern Gate is the e-mail list setup for the 

populace of Blatha an Oir.  To subscribe to the 

Postern Gate go to http://antir.sca.org/ The 

address for posting to the Postern Gate (known 

as [gate2]) is bao@antir.sca.org If you don't 

receive confirmation of your subscription within 

24 hours please email the Gatekeeper at 

baogatekeeper@blathaanoir.org. 

Lists 
Lady Aislinn 
 

Hydration Specialist 

Elizabeth of the Mists (mka: Diane Wahlborg) 

Phone: 253-620-9653 

Chronicler 

Milisandia verch Watkyn (mka: Carrie McGinnis) 

baochronicler@blathaanoir.org 

Phone: 206-660-5698 NO CALLS AFTER 9:PM, 

please 

Web Minister 

Milisandia verch Watkyn (mka: Carrie McGinnis) 

baochronicler@blathaanoir.org 

Phone: 206-660-5698 NO CALLS AFTER 9:PM, 

please 

Gate Keeper 

Baroness Anne of Bearshaven 

baogatekeeper@blathaanoir.org 

Arts and Sciences 

Lady Zoya McMaster (mka: Frances Bauer) 

baoarts@blathaanoir.org 

Phone: 253-376-0117 

Games 

Isabella of Wallingford 

baogames@blathaanoir.org 

Phone: 360-528-4363 (Office Open) 

Chatelaine 

Edith de Chelched (mka: mka: Chelsea Marie 

Kettinger) 

baochatelaine@blathaanoir.org 

Phone: 754-273-7223 

Gold Key  

Edith de Chelched (mka: mka: Chelsea Marie 

Kettinger) 

baochatelaine@blathaanoir.org 

Phone: 754-273-7223 

Chiurgeon  

Vashti (mka: Megan Robertson) 

baogoldkey@blathaanoir.org 

Scribe 

Annaka Poznanska (mka: Anita Taylor) 

baoscribe@blathaanoir.org 

Phone: 206-782-6701 

Youth Activities  

Tarafina (mka: Danie�l Twombly) 

baopiedpiper@blathaanoir.org 

Phone: 425-508-4574 NO CALLS AFTER 9PM, 

please 

Chamberlain 

Otto Bauer  (mka: Dan Bauer) 

baochamberlain@blathaanoir.org 

Phone:  

Demo Coordinator 

Edith de Chelched (mka: mka: Chelsea Marie 

Kettinger) 

baochatelaine@blathaanoir.org 

Phone: 754-273-7223 NO CALLS AFTER 9PM, 

please 

The �Fine Print� 

Articles printed in The Blatherings do not 

necessarily reflect the viewpoint of the 

Chronicler or staff, and any liability is the direct 

responsibility of the author(s). 

The Blatherings Submission Policy:  

All submissions the The Blatherings become the 

property of The Blatherings, and are subject to 

editing for spelling, grammar, length, and 

content. Deadline for submitting copy, including 

events, is by the Business Meeting at the end of 

each quarter. Creative or information material 

(stories, poems, how-to-articles, etc.) are 

actively sought. One need not be a resident of 

the Barony to contribute.  

Errors and Corrections: Every effort is made 

to keep The Blatherings error free. Please let the 

Chronicler know if a correction is needed. 

This is the Summer 2011, issue of The 

Blatherings, a publication of the Barony of 

Blatha an Oir of the Society for Creative 

Anachronism, Inc. (SCA, Inc.). The Blatherings 

is available from the Blatha an Oir Website  

(http://www.blathaanoir.org) or from Carrie 

McGinnis 2208 NE 9
th
 St. Renton, WA 98056.  It 

is not a corporate publication of SCA, Inc., and 

does not delineate SCA, Inc. policies. Copyright 

© 2011 Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. 

For information on reprinting photographs, 

articles, or artwork from this publication, please 

contact the Chronicler, who will assist you in 

contacting the original creator of the piece. 

Please respect the legal rights of our 

contributors. 

Baron and Baroness 

Aleksii Konstantinovich Chernoi (mka: Bill 

Tillman) 

baobaron@blathaanoir.org 

Phone: 253-255-1736 

Elspeth nic Grath (mka: Beth Park) 

baobaroness@blathaanoir.org 

 or 253-255-4625 

Head of Retinue 

Ayse al Zahra (mka: Alice Waller) 

baoretinue@blathaanoir.org 

Phone: 253-732-9040 

Seneschal 

Baron Yusef Ja�Bar al Timbuktuwwi el qalot 

(mka: Vincent Stewart) 

baoseneschal@blathaanoir.org 

Phone: 253-227-7651 NO CALLS AFTER 9PM 

Exchequer 

Veroncia Paone (mka: Andrea Old Coyote) 

baoexchequer@blathaanoir.org 

Phone: 253-709-9833 

Herald 

Dafydd Caerfyrddin (mka: Dave Levin) 

baoherald@blathaanoir.org 

Phone: 206-455-1751 

Heavy Marshal 

Nels Ulfger i Jaren (mka: Dan Jeppesen) 

baomarshal@blathaanoir.org 

 

Baronial Youth Warden 

Alasdair Mac Roibeirt (mka: Holland Cooley) 

baoyouthwarden@blathaanoir.org 

Phone: 253-722-7259 

Rapier Marshal 

Thorbjorn Askni (mka: Mike Freeman) 

baorapier@blathaanoir.org 

Phone: 253-970-1283 

Archery Marshal 

Leif Moonshadow Dalessonn (mka: George 

Cribbs) 

baoarchery@blathaanoir.org 

Phone: 253-278-3243 

Archery Deputy 

William Conyan (mka: Bret van Iderstine) 

baoarcherydeputy@blathaanoir.org 

�Meet� Your Baronial 

Officers 

Blatha an Oir is... 

The Barony of Blatha an Oir is the Tacoma, 

Pierce County, WA branch of the Society for 

Creative Anachronism (SCA), a non-profit 

educational organization devoted to the study of 

pre-seventeenth century Western culture. 

Geographically, Blatha an Oir is bounded to the 

north by the Shire of Wyewood (South King 

County), and to the south by the Barony of 

Glymm Mere (Thurston and South Mason 

Counties), with The Barony of Dragons Laire 

(Kitsap County) to the west. 

Our members share an interest in the history 

and culture of the Middle Ages. We study and 

attempt to duplicate the combat techniques, 

arts and crafts, social structures and dress of 

the period, including heavy weapons, rapier, 

archery, spinning, weaving, dyeing, tailoring, 

embroidery, brewing, heraldry, carpentry, 

joinery, carving, blacksmithing, and much more. 

We encourage a hands-on approach to history. 

Their Excellencies, Baron Aleksii and Baroness 

Elspeth, welcome you! 
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Baronial Meeting Minutes:  July 21, 2011 

 
Officer�s Reports:  

Seneschal: Baron Yusuf � Nothing to report 

Exchequer: Veronica Paone � $24,733 and change in combined balances 

Herald: Dafydd Caerfyrddin � I have been in consultation with a couple of people, recently.  Nothing else to report. 

Arts & Sciences: Katheryn de Gonneville � 7 people attended Dutch Oven Cooking class. They made bread and pineapple upside down cake. 

Thursday the 28
th
 at Kathryn�s house � Siege Cooking Class. 1306 110

th
 St. S. Tacoma, WA 98444 

Scribe:   Annaka Poznanska  -  New Baronial Charters should be completed next week. They were dropped off for painting. Charters available 

from Johnna. The Defenders/Champions Charters will be discussed after the meeting to determine what text to use.  

Rapier: Thorbjorn Askni � Demo at Joint Base Lewis-McChord on Tuesday � need volunteers. Contact Thorbjorn. 

Archery: Leif Moonshadow � Needs targets and loaner gear for Autumn War. Practice every Sunday, weather permitting, at Skookum Archery 

Range. Wounded Warrior Program Tuesdays. 

Chronicler: Milisandia verch Watkyn � Need Officer and Defender updates for Website.  

Chatelaine: Edith de Chelched � New family and new fighter. Still need volunteers for Joint Base Lewis-McChord demo. 

Chirurgean:  Vashti � Classes start in August. Making Autumn War arrangements. Kingdom Chiurgean will likely be the CIC. 

 

Events: 

Lord Defenders: 9/16-18 at Longbranch. Site opens 1PM Friday and closes 3PM Sunday. Kitchen will work this year. Potluck Saturday night. 

Barony is providing pork loin. Need $250 for security deposit. There will be one Biffy at the far end of the site. Jazood will e-mail and check in with 

the Champions. 

Ethnic Fest: Next weekend! Begins on Saturday with Rapier on Saturday and Heavy Tournament on Sunday. Huge fighting demo. 2-3 different 

tourneys and some different things on Sunday.   

Autumn War:  Autumn War is coming along quite nicely!  Here's what's new: The Autocrat is stressed beyond belief. The Dumpster, Biffies and 

Water are scheduled for delivery and pickup. The website is being updated frequently as new information comes in. Site map is being worked on. 

Schedule is being worked on. We have lots of Merchants (12 confirmed). We will be having lots of classes. Did I mention there might be some 

fighting, too? Will be working out the war points in the next week. Site copy will be completed about a week prior to the event. Remember that Pre-

Reg ENDS on August 1st and you can only get a t-shirt if you pre reg and pre order!!! Site will be packed � camp close; don�t spread out. We�re 

getting requests for 1 large encampment per week. 939 site tokens in Baronial colors for the adults and 174 multicolored ones for the children are 

already complete. Warfield party planned for Saturday night. Barony of Wastekeep will be invading. As always, if you have any questions or 

concerns, don't hesitate to contact Lady Orabillia or me. 

Harvest Feast:  Will submit bid next month so Feast Team can check budget. Changing it on the Kingdom Calendar as soon as Yusef signs. Event 

is 11/19. Annika is now the Autocrat.  

 

Old Business: 
July Coronation � BaO ran the water bearing. We shone thanks to volunteers. We had a great time. BaO paid for 50% of supplies, which came to 

~$40. In the tourneys, we did very well. Nobody that went into the Squire�s Tourney finished less than 3
rd

 in their Eric. Hengis was 3
rd

 overall and 

won the landed competition. Several Knights and a Duke were among the contenders. Some BaO fighters in the Sunday tourney, who also did well. 

Youth Champion winner for her age group was Aubrey, Sabina�s daughter; she won a leather pouch. We didn�t keep a list at the Rapier tourney. We 

had only one fighter in and it was a fight �till you drop competition.  Thorbjorn represented us very well.  

 

New Business: 
Glymm Mere would like for Her Excellency to run the Non-Crown lists at September Crown. Her Excellency mentioned that she will ask Vashti for 

help with the lists. Vashti is present and agrees to help, saying that Her Excellency should simply sign her up for whatever.  

 

Adjourned:  7:52 PM 

 



Baronial Meeting Minutes:  August 18, 2011 
 

Officer�s Reports:  

Seneschal: Baron Yusuf � Seneschal now has 2 deputies.  

Exchequer: Veronica Paone � We�ve got money! 

Herald: Dafydd Caerfyrddin � Many awards were given at Autumn War!!  Thank you to Angharad for heralding Sunday Court for me, as I lost 

my voice doing speed court on Saturday. I will post a list of the awards, sometime in the near future, on the Baronial email list. I've been in 

Consultation with a few different members of the Barony on names and devices 

Arts & Sciences: Katheryn de Gonneville � The Siege Cooking class last month went well. No idea what the next class will be, but will post to 

the Gate when decided. Lots of good classes at Autumn War � we got good feedback.  

Marshal:  Nels Ulfger I Jaren �  Autumn War is over. 1 injury not related to fighting � fell and landed on his shield and self-transported to  

medical professionals for a dislocated shoulder. Fight practice on Tuesday evenings. Crown is coming up! 

Rapier: Thorbjorn � No injuries and no losses. We won all 4 war points. Nanny-nany-boo-boo! We even loaned the other side people to 

rebalance the number of fighters on each side (we took volunteers). We had between 14 & 17 Rapier on the war field towards the end. The fighting 

was super clean. Honor and chivalry prevailed. Fighters enjoyed the scenarios. Conditions were excellent.  

Archery: Leif Moonshadow � Autumn War: Broke one brand new arrow first day it was used, but it�ll be replaced. York Round was used by 4 

people Friday night. Royal Rounds throughout. Split the war points. Most fun was playing darts with arrows. Thanks to all who helped. Warfield was 

crammed � Archery field was all BaO.  

Chronicler: Milisandia verch Watkyn � Nothing to report.  

Chatelaine: Edith de Chelched � Many requests for Gold Key at Autumn War. Next year there will be an information booth at Autumn War. We 

withdrew from Joint Base Lewis McChord demo. They told us we were not needed. They just wanted babysitters, essentially, and used people from 

outside the SCA for the demo.  

Chirurgean:  Vashti � Junkun was Autumn War CIC. 2 reportable injuries. One dislocated shoulder on the war field and one dislocated finger 

from setup. Both self-transported to medical professionals. No ambulances called.  

 

Events: 

Lord Defenders:  Paperwork turned in. Final check sent to Longbranch. E-mail went out with event info. Rapier Championship will be at the Lord 

Defender�s Event. 

Autumn War:  This year�s Autumn War was held at Nix Ranch in Chehalis, WA.  The event ran from 8/11 to 8/15, 2011.  Here are the attendee 

totals: Adults: 939, Youth: 112, Child:  124, Total Paid: 1051, Grand Total: 1175 This is an overall increase of 170 over last year. Total amount 

owed to the site owner is $2102.  We paid a $1000 deposit, so we still owe the site owner $1102. We seemed to have very few issues, this year.  

Here are the issues that were reported: 2 reportable Chirurgeon calls.  One dislocated finger and one dislocated shoulder. 8 families were given 

warnings for not keeping their under 12 year old children within sight and sound of the responsible adult.  We removed one family from site due to 

gross negligence, because the responsible adult left site while her 12 year old was wandering with his 9 year old cousin.  The Autocrat team was in 

custody of these children for approximately 1 ½ hours before anyone came looking for them.  I will be forwarding the name of the offender to the 

kingdom seneschal. 1 merchant was removed from site for use of illegal substances, which affected another attendee. We had numerous 

complaints about an aggressive dog, however that dog was always on lead and didn�t harm anyone. 2 people went off the road at different times 

and broke off irrigation tops.  The barony will be paying for the repairs. All in all, this was a very good event.  There have been huge amounts of 

compliments to the Autocrat Team for the layout, the way things were run, etc.  I am working on creating a post event survey to send out to the 

populace to find out what everyone thinks went well and what needs to be worked on. 

Harvest Fest:  Event bid by Edith on E-mail she sent in with report. Still at the same hall as in past years. Reserved for the 3
rd

 weekend of 

November (19
th
).  

 

New Business: 

There will be a work party at the Nix ranch on Saturday the 20TH at 9:00AM meeting at the ranch gate to fix the damage that occured at the 

Autumn War event site, if you are able to attend please be on time so we can get all of us in at one time, many hands make light work. If you have 

a shovel or two to bring with you, it would help LOTS. Thorbjorn and Leiðólfr organizing.  

New Kingdom law: 10% fee for any Barony holding an event on another Barony�s lands. Keep in mind for next year�s Autumn War, since it�s in Fire 

Mountain Keep/Glymm Mere. Law is being reworked at a Kingdom level, but since Fire Mountain Keep worked very diligently it seems fair. Other 

potential sites suggested, but they don�t work well with date/time. 

Dafydd is working on writing up job descriptions for each position on the Autumn War Autocrat team for use next year. We will have each person 

sign a copy of their job description. This is similar to how the larger wars are run and will help to alleviate a couple of the miscommunications we 

had this year. Autumn War is tentatively scheduled for August 16-22
nd

 in 2012.  

His Excellency would like to thank the Autumn War team. He got many compliments. The only complaint was too many archers on the warfield. He 

would also like to thank the Baroness of Wastekeep and Tiernan and Miranda for attending despite the sad loss.  

 

Adjourned:  7:53 PM 

 



 

Baronial Meeting Notes:  September 15, 2011 

 
Officer�s Reports:  

Baron and Baroness: Aleksii and Elspeth �Lord Defenders is this weekend. Please everyone try to keep it brief. 

Seneschal: Baron Yusuf � Nothing to report.  

Exchequer: Veronica Paone � $28,690 and change combined balances before today�s deposit (Acceps money from Autumn War). 

Herald: Dafydd Caerfyrddin �  Nothing to report.  

Arts & Sciences: Katheryn de Gonneville � Kathryn�s final report; stepping down at Lord Defenders. Zoya will be taking over. Last month�s A&S 

meeting went well. There was an Apron Dress/Sewing 101 class that was so well received that it will be repeated this month. Social at 6:30, class 

starts at 7. Class will be at Zoya�s home. She will post the address to the Gate.  

 Scribe:   Annaka Poznanska  -  We�re down to the wire on the Lord Defender�s Champions� new charters. They will be ready in time. The rest 

are coming along. Still need ideas for the Panther�s Torch Design. Also, Annika needs the text that Baron Aleksii wrote resent to her. We�re not 

painting any Kingdom charters for this reign, partly because of time restraints, but also because we haven�t gotten any to be painted.  

Rapier: Thorbjorn � Looking forward to Lord Defenders this weekend and I hope there are others there to fight for our Barony.  

Archery: Leif Moonshadow � Practice is still Sundays at 1PM, at Skookum. We lent Glymm Mere our loaner gear for September Crown and it 

was not returned in the condition in which it was presented. No damage, but care was not taken.  

Chatelaine: Edith de Chelched � A couple of new contacts � e-mails. One couple cam to fighter practice/social and had a good time. The other 

couple is looking for a good opportunity to come to an event. Gold Key is well maintained and ready.  

Chirurgean:  Vashti � Nothing to report.  

Chamberlain: Otto � Trailer�s ready to go.  

Chronicler: Milisandia verch Watkyn � Summer 2011 Newsletter is complete, posted on the Website and printed (15 copies), which are up 

front with Their Excellencies. Fall 2011 Newsletter has been started.  

Old Business: 

Autumn War:  We made $7,995.43 after all expenses � highest profit in 5 years. We will explore giving some to Fire Mtn. Keep as they have been 

so gracious and helpful. At Sept Crown, many of us received compliments about AW layout. Only 2 complaints total, both very personal to the 

individual with the complaint. Mr. Nix may open a 2nd road for us if we have AW there next year, one for entrance and one for exit. 

Repairs: Repairs of the irrigation damaged at Nix Ranch during Autumn War went very fast and well. Deep Water Keep was indispensable. They 

brought tools, bodies, snacks and water, and worked very hard. Mr. Nix is very impressed and happy. Thanks to Thorbjorn for setting up the repairs 

and Baron Aleksii hopes to be able to thank Deep Water Keep personally, as well.  

Harvest Feast:  Sir Brand asked about checks from last year�s dessert auction. They were given directly to the charity by the Barony, as required.  

Lord Defenders: The Autocrat is currently packing but he would like to remind everyone to be there or be square. No rain is currently forecast. 

There will be a potluck. Zoya will send out the announcement and info on the Gate. People should bring items in containers that are disposable. 

Also, the Baron likes Mac-n-cheese, but it doesn�t like him, so mac-n-cheese will make him sad and should not be provided in large quantities. 

Conversely, both he and his lovely Baroness like bacon-wrapped things, which, ideally, SHOULD be present in large quantities. 

New Business: 

Celtic Bardic: Will be March 17
th
 at Longbranch. One day, morning to night. The feast will be awesome! The Bardic activities will be awesome! 

Bring your bellies! Bring your fingers, voices, and other bardic accessories! Celtic Bardic will be more awesome than the most awesome 

awesomeness that ever occurred or ever will occur. Attend or you will miss out on the epic awesomeness!!! 

Lord Defenders:  Lord Defenders 2012 will be 9/21-23 and will be combined with Dragon�s Lair�s Last Chance at the Longbranch facility. This will 

be very cool! Each Barony will have their own champions tourneys, but there will also be a combined tourney. 

Autumn War:  Dafydd has submitted a bid for AW2012. Expenses will be less next year because of extra items that were purchased last year. 

Additionally, we�ll be marking the irrigation better, saving us those repairs. Dafydd estimates approx. $12K in profits in 2012 because of decreased 

expenses and increased attendance. The Warlord of the Summits has invited Blatha an Oir to come to their Eleventh Night celebration with a 

declaration of war, and if we do, the Summits would be delighted to be involved in 2012�s war. Dafydd has volunteered to go providing he is 

provided with a scroll to read in Court, with a poetic declaration of War. He will consult with Aleksii. 

Sergeant Trials:  10/1-2 At Skookum this year � venue change! Potluck dinner. We�ll be trying to create a great hall out of Dragon�s Wings. Still 

gathering lights and heaters.  

Harvest Feast:  Harvest Feast 2011 is about to open Pre-reg. Pyoter will handle that again this year. 11-19. Sir Brand will have a dessert auction 

again this year. We are not on the Kingdom Calendar for this year due to a conflich that Midhaven wouldn�t allow. 2012 Harvest Feast will be the 

first Saturday in November and we�re setting it up now to avoid the same problem next year.   

Honeywar:  2012 will be �All About the Bacon� Sir Gernan has offered to make the bacon mead again, and Baron Aleksii will make bacon beer.  

Candlemas: Baroness will be approaching Glymm Mere about possibly a combined Candlemass, since they�re both smallish events. We�re trying to 

put stuff on the Kingdom Calendar soon so as to avoid conflicts. We�re going to need an Autocrat.  

Toys for Tots Drive this year? Yes! Details to be figured out eventually.  

 

Adjourned:  7:36 PM 

 


